
    Summary of 2017 AGM Program  

    BC Conference United Church Women  

    Women’s Ministry Network 

      held at 

  Golden Ears United Church, Maple Ridge, BC 

    Thursday, April 27, 20 

 
Most of the day took place in the Church Hall where tables and chairs were set up. 

Morning refreshments included coffee, tea, and an array of delicious muffins. 

Heather McKenzie from Roots and Wings had a display of books and gifts for 

perusal and purchase. 

 

Opening Remarks: 
Lynn Lancaster welcomed all. Sheila Nichol gave the housekeeping information. 

 

Music and Singing: 
Jane Keyes provided the piano accompaniment for the hymns. The day began with 

the hymns “Over My Head” MV #88 and “Deep in Our Hearts” MV #154. The 

day included 8 other hymns. Voices rang out loud and clear. There was a feeling 

that “The Spirit” was among us. 

 

Worship: 
Victoria Presbyterial (Karen Hoshal, Louise Johnson, and Carolyn Matheson) 

led the worship using the Worship that was written by Inez Penny for the 55th 

Anniversary National Celebration. The worship emphasized the unity of women 

in all congregations for the total mission of the Church which began 55 years ago. 

Our journey through the decades began with a Mission of Faith. We continue to 

journey forward today with same faith and love. 

 

“Let’s Connect” Activity: 
All women gathered around a circle of 10 seated women. The seated women threw 

3 coloured balls of yarn to each other while holding on to form a “web”. Each 

colour designated a part of the structure of UCW -  the units in each Church, the 

Presbyterial, and BC Conference. When the blue yarn (BC Conference) was 

released, the “web” lost its tautness. This signified what would happen to UCW 

if there was no strong support for BC Conference. 

              



The Speakers: 
In keeping with the theme “UCW – the thread that connects” three speakers 

spoke about the past, the present and the future of UCW. 

 

Rebecca Irwin: The Past 
Rebecca was one of the 3 Vice Presidents of BC Conference UCW in 1962. 

Now at the age of 102, Rebecca related the formation of UCW from two women’s 

groups. The Women’s Association  cared for the manse, maintained the Church 

building, provided turkey dinners, served tea for memorials, raised funds for the 

up keep of the Church, and fostered fellowship within the congregation. The 

second group, the Women’s Missionary Society, sent and supported women to 

serve as missionaries overseas and in isolated areas of Canada, particularily where 

the Church had established a hospital or a school. After much praying and soul 

searching it was agreed that a National organization called United Church Women 

would be inaugurated. Its purpose would be to unite the women in the 

congregation for fellowship, Christian witness, study and service. In BC 

Conference the inaugural service took place on March 6, 1962 at 

Chown Memorial Church. As President of the Westminster Presbyterial UCW, she 

was present and remembers the evening well. Rebecca’s presentation was 

interspersed with personal, humourous incidents such as driving a Prefect loaded 

with women through the snow bound streets after the inaugural meeting. 

 

Clare Walker: The Present 
Clare is a newcomer to Victoria, BC having moved from Sault Ste. Marie in 

January, 2016. She has been a UCW member for 40 years holding positions in 

Algoma Presbyterial, London (Ontario) Conference UCW and the National 

Executive. 

An enthusiastic speaker, Clare spoke of the thread that connects women through 

the four purposes of UCW. Time has gone by, but the purpose of UCW, 

although changing, remains the same. Christian witness maybe just as simple as 

welcoming a new neighbour, seeing the face of God in others. Study can 

incorporate Bible study, devotionals at meetings, prayers in a group or alone. 

Fellowship is the gathering sharing, and being non – judgemental. Service is not 

the first on the list. It is not an obligation, but should be done willingly. Just 

talking is a service. Clare stated that if women can no longer make sandwiches 

or organize Teas, service can still continue by offering an older couple a ride to 

Church or a doctor’s appointment, picking up a litre of milk for an ill neighbour. 

If others want to organize a craft sale, let them do it. In this busy world, continue 

to honour the UCW Purpose. UCW members should not be discouraged because  



their numbers are decreasing. Each woman can proudly say, “I am the thread in the 

thread that connects”. 

 

Heather Otio: The Future 
Heather is a wife, mother, student, and Medical Laboratory Technologist. She has 

been a member of Trinity Memorial in Abbotsford since 1991. She became a 

UCW member because she strongly believes that women are providing the 

everyday needs of both Church and the Community. 

 Heather’s daughter, Kristin, will become an ordained minister of the United 

Church next year. Heather admitted she collaborated with Kristin on developing 

this presentation. With the United Church on the verge of change, it is both 

exciting and frightening. Born after 1962, she remembers visiting a farm with no 

electricity, no running water, and a wood stove. There was a telephone party line.   

All this has changed. Change must come or we will be redundant. How to 

approach change, not when to approach change is the big question. 

 UCW continue to provide many services; the UCW continues to be relevant 

in today’s world. A strong UCW presence is still there. The women in the UCW 

have gifts to fight injustice, to rally for a cause, to focus on Seniors (watching for 

elder abuse). We have the knowledge to organize the people who have energy. 

 Heather ended her presentation by quoting from Micah 6:8....”What does the 

Lord require of you? To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God”. 

 

Installation of Officers for 2107: 
Moving to the Sanctuary, Joy Galea performed the installation of the Officers for 

the 2017 BC Conference UCW Executive. 

Past President – Lynn Lancaster 

President – Karen Hoshal 

Secretary – Winnie Kowalewich 

Treasurer – Lynn Lancaster 

Fraser Presbyterial – Gloria Kinley 

Victoria Presbyterial – Carolyn Matheson 

Westminster Presbyterial – Joan Leston 

 

Worship and Communion: 

Rev. Diane Halkett led the Worship Service and presided over Communion. 

After the benediction, the UCW Prayer was recited and “Go Now in Peace” 

was sung. 


